Dawn breaks upon the Cross of Christ at the bow of a Coast Guard 
Combat Cutter. Led by a Chaplain, the Coast Guardsmen sing of 
the Glory of The Cross at this impressive service in the Forecastle. 

s the sun shines through cloudridges, the dark outlines of the mer- 
chant ships take form on the broad expanse of the Atlantic. 
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WHO ARE 


JOHN BISHOP 


NE September morning a father and 

his son were on their way to Grand 

Central Station in New York. The 
son was taking the train for a College 
in upper New England. Just for a mom- 
ent the father stood there, wanting to 
say so many things, but in the end say- 
ing only one, though it was enough. 
**Bill, never forget who you are.”’ 

John the Baptist was a strange fig- 
ure, strange in his dress, in his diet, 
in his dwelling, and in his whole man- 
ner of life. He dressed in a loose cloak 
of camel hair, held around him by a 
leather girdle. His food was locusts 
and wild. honey. He shunned society 
and made his home in the wilderness. 


while his preaching was an appeal to 
the people to repent. 


No one knew what to make of him. 


The Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘‘Who art 
thou?’’ That is the question I want to 
address to you: ‘‘Who are you?”’ It is 
an important one. Some people might 


think it easy to answer that question. 


“‘T am John Brown,”’ they might say,or 
*T am Mary Robinson.”’ But that does 


not answer the question. | did not ask 


your name. ‘‘What’s in a name?’’ You 
'ean change it legally for a little money. 
When hag said to John the Baptist, 
““Who are you?’’ he did not say ‘‘John 
ithe Baptist”’ or “John the son of Zach- 
sarias and Elizabeth.”” He knew that 
ithey meant more than that, so he said 
‘“T am the voice of one crying in the 
ywilderness, Make straight the way of 
tthe Lord.’’ (John 1:23) He knew his di- 
vine mission in the world. He was the 
orerunner who by his preaching was 
© prepare the way for the coming of 
rist. 


eCrea Memorial Methodist Church 
ort Murray, New Jersey 
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Someone has said that the preacher’s 
main business is to tell men and women 
who they are. It is most important to 
know who you are. Are you a person or 
a pawn, a son or a savage, someone who 
counts or merely something to be count- 
ed? John 1:19. Who Art Thou? 

No man can really be himself unless 
he knows something of his heritage and 
can catch a glimpse of his destiny. 
There was a dark moment in Britain dur- 
ing the last War when, humanly speak- 
ing, she stood alone. Hitler, confident 
that he had won, went so far as to offer 
terms for peace. Winston Churchill made 
answer in a speech which was broad- 
cast to the world and in the course of 
his speech he said ‘‘What sort of peo- 
ple does he think we are?’’ That state- 
ment found an echo in all British hearts. 
Did Hitler think that they were the kind 
of people who, even with their backs 
to the wall, would make terms with 
wickedness? 

Take an illustration from the Bible. 
Do you recall the story of Nehemiah 
superintending the rebuilding of the 
walls of Jerusalem after the return from 
the Exile? He was sniped at by his ene- 
mies and hindered by his false friends. 
It was suggested to him that he should 
escape to the temple and lock himself 
in because there was a plot afoot to 
murder him in the night. He replied, 
‘Should such a man as I flee? Who is 
there that, being as I am, would go in- 
to the temple to save his life? I will 
not go in.” (Nehemiah 6:11) He was 
saying in effect: ‘What do they take me 
for? What sort of person do they think 
I am? Am I the kind of man who runs 
away ?”’ 

Let me tell you who you are. First, 
you are a child of God. You may be 
living apart from him. You may be ignor- — 
ing His existence. You may be acting 
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as though He were not there. But you 
are still a child of God! The prodigal 
was still his father’s son even when 
he was in the far country. When he went 
away from home and began to spend his 
substance in riotous living, it was lit- 
tle of his father that he thought. But 
he was still his father’s son and his 
father never forgot. 

I do not know the background of your 
life and I do not know whether anyone 
reading these words is in the tks coun- 
try or has just been neglectful of holy 
things. But I say to you that you are 
not simply a superior animal. You are 
a child of God, made in His image and 
likeness. That is your real nature. The 
image of God in you may be defaced but 
it is not destroyed. 

Begin to answer the question ‘‘Who 
are you?”’ by affirming quietly to your- 
self: “I am a child of God.’’ You are 
estranged from God, maybe. You need 
forgiveness, You are not alone in that. 
Come home! 


““There is welcome for the sinner 
And more graces for the good.” 


Come to God in penitence: learn to 
pray: learn to read the Bible: learn to 
listen for God’s voice: learn to love 
the house of God and the company of 
His people. Come home to God! For 
man has no dignity, no worth, no mean- 
ing apart from God and the image of 
God in him! ‘‘What is man,” asks the 
Psalmist, “that Thou art mindful of 
him, or the son of man that Thou visit- 
est him? Thou hast made him a little 
lower than the angels and crowned him 
with glory and borne (Psalm 8:4). 

But there is something else I want 


to say. You are not only a child of God. 


You are a Son or a daughter for whom He 
has a work to do. Think of yourself as 
meanly as you will, God at least thinks 
highly of you. That is why He sent His 
Son to die for you. He has great plans 
for you. The finest things you have ev- 
er thought about yourself are all sur- 
passed oy what God thinks of you.There 
is something which each one of us can 
do for God. No one else can take our 
place. 
“Somewhere is waiting a blessed 
work, Which your hands alone can 
do, Work that the Master in wisdom 
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planned, And placed in this world 
for you.” 


God’s devoted children in all ages have 
known not only that they were His chil- 
dren, but they have known also that He 
had a task for them to do. Ask them! 

John the Baptist, who are you? “I am 
a voice.’’ You see, he knew his ™I1S- 
sion. He was to call on men to repent 
and turn to God, and so prepare the way 
of the Lord. 

John Bunyan, who are you? “IT am a 
Pen.’’ He knew his mission. They tried 
to suppress his preaching by shutting 
him up inBedford Jail, but he only turned 
his prison into a pulpit, like Paul, and 
wrote ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress.” 

Francis Asbury, who are you? | am a 
horseman of God.” He knew his mission. 
Thousands of miles he rode on horse- 
back, not waiting for the people to come 
to him, but going to them. He was com- 
missioned from heaven and he knew no 
other ambition but to do his Master’s 
will. 

You may say that you have no great 
gifts like these outstanding servants of 
God, but God has no favorites. He will 
use you, make you to know that you are 
His obedient child. He will hold you in 
His arms awhile but He will also send 
you out on His errands. He will make 
you say not simply “‘I am a child of 
God,’’ but ‘“‘I am His dependable and 
useful child as well.”’ 

God made man in His own image. He 
endowed him with talents which were 
meant to be used in His service. You 
may say: “What difference can [ make?”’ 
All the difference in the world, if you 
are possessed with the Spirit of God. 
Remember whoyou are: you are a child 
of God, for whom He has a work to do. 
Search for it, find it, God’s holy work. — 
It never is far away. Say to yourself — 
these words: 


“I am only one, but I am one. 


I cannot do everything, — 
but I can do puede? :; 
What I can do, I ought do to, bi 


What I can do, I ought to do, 
And what I ought to do, by the 
grace of God, / will do.”’ 


The Ex posit 


YOUR SORROW 


Ts story is told of a policeman 
| who saw a youngster thrashing a- 
bout in a pool of water bearing at 
#several places a “‘No Swimming’? sign. 
‘The officer thought the youngster had 
ssneaked into that pool for a pleasant 
idip and purposely ignored the restric- 
tions posted so he called to the lad 
saying. “‘Hey you. You are not supposed 
\to be swimming in there.’’ The lad re- 
plied, “I’m not swimming; I’m drown- 
iing.’? There are many folks like that 
Tad who are going through life giving 
ian outward appearance of a happy and 
‘earefree spirit but who inwardly are al- 
imost submerged by grief which weighs 
jupon their spirit. Morning never wears 
to evening but what several hearts are 
broken. Between every dawn and sun- 
set a whole host of folks are tapped on 
e shoulder by time itself saying to 
em “‘Your days on earth are finished, 
ou must lay down your tools now and 
come along with me.”’ Each fresh edi- 
ion of our newspapers list a whole new 
ep of casualties and if one turns to 

e inner section of those papers, he 
can read an even longer list of those 
who quietly and unknown to many have 
just slipped away. 

Death generally comes at an unex- 
pected time. 

One seldom greets the dawn and 
says, ““This is the day on which I am 
to die.’’ Rather it comes like a thief 
in the night, silently and unexpectedly. 
\Often it comes when life is still filled 
‘with joys, when enthusiasms still run 
thigh and while poet 8 remains some 
program to be carried out. I called at 
jthe hospital one day last year on a man 
jof eighty-nine who had an operation 
for what appeared to be a fatal illness 
but the man_ said he hoped he might be 
spared for a few more years “‘because 
there are still so many things I have 
to do.” He never did get to finish ev- 
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CAN BE TRANSFORMED 


JOHN R. WYNGARDEN 


erything. Man seldom does. “In such 
an hour as ye think not, the Son of man 
cometh,”’ 

And when bereavement comes it is 
a terribly lonely experience. Though 
it is common all about us and though 
one who lives to be 90 years of age 
has lived long enough to have more than 
two billion eivise of earth precede 
him into death, yet when it becomes per- 
sonal and strikes our own inner cir 
cle there is a loneliness about it which 
others are never quite able fully to 
share. It is written of Jesus that when 
he had taken his disciples with him 
into the Garden of Gethsemane as far 
as He could take them, “‘He went a 
stone’s throw further and fell upon his 
face and prayed.’’ We can all go quite 
a distance in sympathizing with and 
understanding the sorrow of those at 
whose home the ‘“‘black camel’’ has 
knelt and at whose table there is now 
an empty chair, but we cannot go with 
them quite all the way. They must still 

a stone’s throw of that distance in 
the loneliness of that grief. 

Not only is bereavement a lonely ex- 
perience but there is something about 
it which can be unspeakably morbid al- 
so, especially if the one who passed a- 
way left nothing but a record of horri- 
ble deeds and glaring deficiencies and 
there are no Christian consolations that 
one can honestly apply to the situation, 
nothing with which to comfort but a cake 
from the neighbors, a final bouquet and 
one last ride in a Cadillac. That’s a 
haunting spectre! There are those who 
tried to defeat this morbidity by forbid- 
ding the mention of the word “‘death’’ in 
their presence but trying to solve this 
enemy of man’s existance by that means 
is as futile as trying to ‘‘catch moon-- 
beams on wet grass.”’ One is reminded 
of it on every side with dying flowers, 
dying trees, dying birds, dying fires, 
dying squirrels, dying empires, dying 
grass and dying people. Desperation 
will fold man in its horrible embrace 
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unless he has laid hold upon something 
which will enable him to march up to 
this grim foe, look it squarely in the 
eye and exclaim with confidence, ££0 
erave where is thy victory? O death, 
where is thy sting?”’ 

Thank goodness there are ways of 
mastering grief and trails that lead us 
through our sorrow to victory! As one 
approaches the mountains in our west- 
em States and looks ahead, he gets 
the feeling that before him are impass- 
able barriers which can never be ne- 
gotiated. But as one keepts on driving, 
the trail keeps always stretching a bit 
before him, sometimes going upward, 
sometimes even temporarily downward, 
sometimes going around, sometimes 
directly through, but always leading 
one onward til he is safe on the other 
side. And often when our loved ones 
leave our midst here, the feeling comes 
over us that we can never stand to part 
with them and that we cannot go it with- 
out them. But dark as it seems, there 
are always trails that lead through the 
gloom and “‘point us to the skies’ and 
as we follow them we find out that the 
erief which seemed so impossible is 
not really impossible after all. 

Life is a gift of God! It helps us to 
remember that. It keeps us from meet- 
ing grief in the assumption that our 
loved one has been cheated. It is quite 
easy and quite human to feel that man 
was not made to die and that his days 
here upon earth should be at least a 
‘“‘three score years and ten,’’ or per- 
haps by reason of great strength “‘four 
score years’, and that during those 
years man ought to be able to enjoy 
good health and prosperity, free- 
dom from want and pain. But those as- 
sumptions which man has built into 
his own thinking. He has not been prom- 
ised long life here upon this earth. He 
has no assurance that he will be spared 
disagreeable pain. How could he be in 
a Gospel which opens with the perse- 
cution of little children, has a cross 
at its center and closes with the Martyr- 
ed Saints wondering how long it will 
be before God avenges their blood on 
those who dwell upon the earth? Many 
noble people of Godhave their back 
to the wall and some of them will keep 
their back to the wall til the breaking 
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of the Eternal Day. Every breath which 
man draws is a gift of God’s great love 
and goodness, and God has a right to 
call life back unto Himself, when He 
will, just as a gardener has a right to 

into his garden and choose whether 
he shall pick some flowers with broken 
stalks and falling petals, or whether 
he will choose a bud that hasn't yet 
fully opened. Painful as our losses are, 
only as we come to that realization are 
we able to stand beside a grave and 
say, ‘‘The Lord hath given and the Lord 
hath taken away. Blessed be the Name 
of the Lord.”’ 

Then, too, there can be healing balm 
in the memories to which we cling. Hf 
one passes away after having been a 
wastrel who deprived his children of 
their bread or was too lazy to do the 
day’s work; or if one was mean and a 
beastly creature in his cups or spent 
his days greeting others with cutting 
remarks or by hurling table lamps at 
them in daily arguments, and memories 
would only burn and torture. But if one 
lived a good life and made everything / 
lovelier for having been a part of it; if © 
one walked humbly with his God and 
lived at peace with his fellowmen and 
the law of kindness had been his guid- | 
ing light, memories of that life would — 
bless and heal and return from day to | 
day with never ending delight. The poet | 
once said, “God gave us memory so we 
might have roses in December.’’ And 
so it would be with a life like that. 

Some years ago while walking down 
the street one morning in the small town 
where we lived and served, I happened 
by the home of an elderly couple where — 
the husband had just passed away. | 
Knowing the couple well, and admiring — 
them for the lovely qualities in their 
life, I stopped in to =a a few mom- — 
ents with the widow this new experi- ~ 
ence which had come to pass. I shall — 
never forget how she sat in a rocker 
looking at his picture through a mag- — 
nifying glass which she was hdding ~ 
in her hand. Her husband had lived for _ 
seventeen years after a bad accident 
in a lumber camp had almost crushed _ 
his head. Though he never murmured, 
each day his head pounded with a pain — 
which had to be held under control by 
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imedication. He was well along now in 
‘years, fully prepared to go, and it would 
‘have been tragic had there been no pos- 
sibility of him ever being released from 
|his daily agony. She knew all that. Af- 
ter looking for a bit ae that magni- 
‘fying glass, she slowly shook her head 
sand said, while wistfully looking into 
‘space, ‘‘What lovely years we have had 
itogether. I am wondering,pastor, if you 
‘would lead a prayer of thanksgiving to 
'God for the mercies and joys He has 
jpermitted us to share throughout our 
imarriage?’’ It’s a rare life that hasn’t 
lleft behind something for which to be 
jgrateful or some memory that can bring 
wus help and healing. 

It helps us too, when we think of our 
loved ones as still existing in that 
lland where God and all who love Him 
éare. Jesus said, ‘‘Whosoever liveth and 
[believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yyet shall he live, for who so liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die.”” That 
wasnt a casual remark which fell from 
His lips. It is His answer to the most 
‘serious question which can torture the 
human heart. “If a man die, shall he 
llive again?’’ We’ve got to think of our 
lloved ones as being with Him in that 
iupper country where the tree of life is 
eden with fruit; where darkness will -- 
never shield the rays of the sun, and 
ithe tides of joy forever wash its shores. 
In that vision is our victory! A man, 
whose father had been bedridden for 
Some time and who at last passed away 
from a cerebral hemorrhage, walked in- 
to his home and his little daughter said, 


“Grandpa isn’t living anymore.” She 
said, ‘‘Where did Grandpa go?’’ He said, 
“Grandpa has gone to be with the Lord. 
The little child said, ‘‘Will he be able 
ito walk again?’’ He said, “‘I think so.”’ 
‘Then before going on with what was en- 
gaging her attention she said, “Daddy, 
aii Grandpa is with God and if he can 
wwalk again, he’s all right, isn’t he? 
\A child is unable to conceive of what 
tran spires in a bereavement to the ex- 
tent that an adult perceives it but a 
hild is not the victim of a faith that 
1as been bombarded with all the doubts 
at have assailed an adult, and hence 
there is nothing so beautiful as the sim- 


ge trust of a little child. There are 


‘i 
| 
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“Daddy, how is Grandpa?’’ He said, 


extremists who are so “‘otherworldy”’ 
minded that they close their eyes to 
many of the joys and beauties all a- 
round them here. For my part, I think 
they are missing a lot. But there are 
also those who are interested in noth- 
ing more than this life and I want none 
of their attitude either. On the best 
authority that I can find and in the se- 
cret places of my heart I feel that this 
life and the life to come unite in an 
endless adventure that is filled with 
rapture and joy for all who walk with 
God. 

It also helps us through our bereave- 
ment to keep all avenues open whereby 
we may be helped through the sustain- 
ing grace of God. Through prayer and 
friend and flashing insight, a remem- 
bered promise, the strains of a love- 
ly hymn, the meaningful clasp of an- 
other’s hand, through the bouquet, 
through the message sent from afar 
and in a hundred other ways God will 
tug at one’s sleeve to let him know 
that He is near. In our midst, lives 
a man whose young son passed away 
in an automobile accident. One day 
he was met by a father whose son 
had drowned some years before. The 
latter told the former, ‘“‘Your cross 
will never get lighter but as the days 
wear-on and the forces for your heal- 
ing help you, there will come strength 
that will make your cross easier to 
carry.’ The forces for our healing 
are greater than those things that 
would destroy us. 

And it helps in the hour of bereave- 
ment if we will remember that there 
is still going to be happiness ahead 
though it may seem most impossible - 
at the time. One can take a penny and 
hold it so close to the eye that he 
blots out all! the light of the sun. Like- 
wise, one can be so overcome with 
grief that it seems the sun will never 
shine again. But it will if we let it! 
Several years ago our home burned 
down on a Labor Day afternoon. The 
twisting flames took along with them 
also a lovely little rose bush that 
stood beside the house. When the 
flames had completed their damage, 
we filled in the basement, carted a- 
way the charred debris and sowed 
some grass seed into the good brown 
earth which covered the place which 
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was once our home. When Spring came 
again the little rose bush that had 
been consumed by flame sent forth a 
struggling new shoot. Little by lit- 
tle it kept growing. Each returning 
Spring saw it break forth with more 
size and strength and grandeur til 
at last it stood there glorious as ever 
and sending forth its fragrance into 
the atmos nee. all about it. Some- 
times it as a long time after a be- 
reavement for the stalk of happiness 
to grow again. The hurt that comes 
through the termination of a_ love- 
ly relationship is not easily healed. 
But little by little happiness can re- 
turn and under the proper encourage- 
ment it will. 

There is also help in the season 
of bereavement if one shares his grief 
from time to time with others. An in- 
cident returns to mind that took place 
during my eighth year in grammar 
school. During a game in which we 
were kicking a football as it lay on 
the ground, another youngster about 
as big and awkward as myself kicked 
at the ball just a moment after I did. 
Instead of kicking the ball, he kicked 
me in the shin putting a vertical gash 
some two and a half inches along the 
front of my leg and laying the shin 
bone coals open to view. For 
some days the wound was concealed 
from the family and treated according 
to my limited knowledge of hygiene. 
But the pain was growing in sever- 
ity. One day mother saw me chang- 
ing a bandage on it and wanted to 
know what happened. When IJ told her, 
she looked at it, saw the infection 
and proud flesh starting. “‘We must 
see the doctor at once,’’ she said. 
To the doctor we went and when he 
had finished checking and probing 
around in it, he poured in some caus- 
tic solution that made one feel as un- 
comfortable as a little dog with its 


tail caught between a garden gate. 


of the agonies of bereavement that 
torture and crucify if he will share 
his griefs from time to time with some 
trusted friend or spiritual advisor or 
better yet with God. God knows what 
it is to have a death in the family. 
We do have a ‘‘High priest who can 
be touched with the feelings of our 
infirmities,’’ and He will share every 
experience with us to the nail prints 
in his own hands. If we share that 
grief, the pent up pressures in our 
soul will be relieved, the finest mem- 
ories will be recalled, there will come 
healing through the divine avenues 
and the dark clouds of circumstance 
will pass so that we see God’s lov- 
ing face once more. 

Many bereaved may also be helped 
by giving their life and loyalty to 
something that is worthy, which is 
begging assistance and which fre- 
quently depends for its success upon 
the efforts of those who have suf- 
fered and who understand. A woman 
nearby who lost her only son in the 
last war is giving most generously ~ 
of her time and resources and talent - 
to the work of the Red Cross in order © 
that some other person’s son may be 
spared, In giving herself for others, 
she is finding a healing for her soul. 
Another aes whose son passed a- 
way are making scholarships avail- | 
able for young menof promise who wish — 
to enter into the profession which 
their son had chosen for himself. An- 
other couple whose little child passed 
away have taken into their home fos- 
ter children who otherwise might be 
deprived of love and care. One could 
multiply such instances by thousands 
across the length and breadth of the 
land and it’s the finest course the 
grieving heart can take! There are 
causes, groups and fellowships wait- _ 
ing that help and understanding which 
can best be given them only by those 


fe whose hearts have been broken. It is — 
Then he put on a new bandage, taped only the crushed rose that can give 
it tightly, told us to return in a day forth perfume. These groups will be — 
or two and sent us on our way. I have blessed by what you have to offer 
never forgotten the words mother spoke them, a strange healing will take place 
as we were riding home, ‘John, you within you and you will enter into the ~ 
could have been spared so much of truth of those words which Jesus 
this agony if you had just shared this spoke,‘‘Whosoever will lose his life 


with us from the beginning.’’ So it is f ag A 2 
with grief. One can be spared some DE Meer’ she aaa ys 
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THE CHURCH 
at WORK 


PRESIDENT EISENHOWER 
ARRIVING at the MAYFLOWER 
HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D. C., 

to attend the Fourth Annual Prayer 
Breakfast of The Intemational 
Christian Leadership Group 


this was the third time President 
Eisenhower has attended these Annual 
Prayer Breakfasts. __ 

The President is being greeted by 
- Senator Frank Carlson, Kansas, an 
Abraham Vereide, Executive Director 
of The International Christian Leader- 
ship. 


oS 


Senator Price Daniel, Texas, is the 
newly elected [.C.L.President, who 
as chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Improvement for the Federal Criminal 
Code, is doing a remarkable job of 
breaking narcotic rings. 

National Leaders meeting to pray 
for guidance, grace and wisdom for 
themselves, leaders in every part of 
this blest nation, and the citizens 
who entrust their affairs to this lead- 
ership, to speak for them, and on their 
behalf, in guiding this nation, not on- 
ly in our own National responsibilities, 
but our increasing responsibilities in 
our relation to men every-where. 

Ministers who would like a copy of 
the entire event as reported in the Con- 
eressional Record, under the follow- 
ing title: 

Dedicatory Prayer Breakfast at 

the Mayflower Hotel, Washing- 

ton, D. C., 1956 


should address their requests for in- 
formation and cost per copy to: 


Frank B. Fuhr, Asst. Ex. Director 

International Christian Leadership, Inc. 

Administrative Office, 1013 Dupont 
Circle Buildin 

Washington, 6, D.C. 


TRACTS FOR FALL AND 
WINTER USE 


Available from the American Tract 
Society, 21 West 46th St., New York - 
36, NY., are many helpful messages 
for use in pastoral calls, letters, and 
distribution to those attending services, 
but dismayed over personal problems. 

Ask about-- : 

Christmas Joy, Henry G. Perry 
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Window Shopping at Chtistmas, 
Willard Aldrich 
Choosing To Be Born, 
Joseph M. Stowell 
One Year To Live,Nathanel Olson 
Best Wishes for the New Year, 
Willard Aldrich 


These, and many others of like im- 
portance, are printed in color, with apt 
and beautiful illustrations, which in 
themselves will bring inspiration to 
the needy and disconsolate. 


CUTTING BOARDS 


Readers interested in acquiring cut- 
ting boards for office use will be in- 
terested in the 15’’, 18’’ and 24’’ all- 
metal PREMIER line made by -- 


PHOTO MATERIALS CO., 
2100 W. Huron Street 
Chicago 12, Illinois 


and equipped with the automatic hold- 
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down to assure extremely accurate cut- 
ting, as well as absolute safety for the 
operator, precision ground hardened- 
steel blades, plated against rust, as- 
suring long life and accurate cuts. Ac- 
curate vertical and horizontal lines 
scored into the face of the board for 
correct alignment, and balanced mon- 
drop knife held open by spring tension 
to prevent accidents, are added feat- 
ures, Write to above name and address 
for prices, giving the name and address 
of The Expositor, as well as this page 
number. 


Looking Forward to 
The ADVENT SEASON 


The coming Advent Season is empha- 
sized in a sermon by the Rev. Arthur 
H. Kolsti, pastor of Lyonsville Con- 
gregational Church, LaGrange, Ill., 
to be published in the coming issue, 


No. 8, Volume 58, entitled: 
‘Notice of Rezoning’’, Text: Isa, 11:6 


and mentioned at this time so readers 
will be on the alert, if material for Ad- 


vent suggestions is needed. 


CHURCH FUND RAISING 
Norman E., Nygaard, D. D. 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian Minister who 
has contributed regularly to The Expositor 
for more than thirty years. For the last Six 
years he has given full time to writing and 


brofessional fund-raising for churches 


QUESTION: What is the minister’s part 


in a professionally directed campaign? 


ANSWER: During the many years that 
fund-raising was simply a hit-or-miss 
program it was usually expected that 
the minister himself would head all 
fund-raising efforts in his church. It 


was known, to be sure, that some min- _ 


isters had no taste for and no experi- 
ence in fund-raising, but it was as- 
sumed that that was part of his task as 
a minister. 

Some men proved very adept in this 
field, so adept, in fact, that shortly af- 
ter a campaign was concluded they 
would find it convenient to move on to 
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another charge. 

Fund-raisiug organizations today 
have set as one of their basic prin- 
ciples that they will not lose their 
clients’ ministers. No minister is ex- 
pected to play any part in a fund-rais- 
ing campaign which can be at all em- 
barrassing to him. Some ministers vol- 
unteer to make calls upon certain of 
their people. During my own pastorate 
I realized that there were some calls 
that I could make with complete pro- 
priety in a fund-raising program. This 
is not expected of a minister and some 
men could easily find it distasteful. 

A minister should be consulted a- 
bout every phase of the program. One 
thing he should not do is to minimize 
or soften the impact of the campaign 
by suggesting from the pulpit that, of 
course, some people would be unable 
to make pledges or would not be able 
to pledge very large sums to the pro- 
gram. A minister in his prayers and in 
his pulpit announcements should indi- 
cate that he is behind the campaign 
and its objectives. 

He should also be ready to call on 
non-member pledgers who have indi- 
cated their interest in the church dur- 
ing the course of the campaign and 
encourage them to unite with the church 
if they have evidenced real interest 
Birugh the campaign. While most cam- 
paigns result in the loss of some mem- 
bers-those who avoid giving as if it 
were a plague - by the same token the 
campaigns attract new members and 
he should be ready to capitalize on 
this development. 

It will be found in almost every cam- 
paign that some of the people who are 
asked to pledge will offer as an excuse 
for not doing so the fact that they do 
not like the minister. He should be pre- 
parce for such a development and the 


eaders in the campaign should be equal- 


ly well prepared for it. In the event 
that a misunderstanding has occurred, 
the minister has an opportunity to cor- 
rect it and he should naturally seize 
that opportunity. If- and this is usual- 
ly the case- it is merely an excuse 
for not giving, the campaign leaders 
should be aware that this is a com- 
mon complaint. 


QUESTION: In a campaign in which I 
uly, 1956 


served as secretary, the professional 
director who had been employed by the 
church insisted that a $10.00 cash gift 
should be entered as a $10.00-a-week 
pledge for three years for a total of 
$1,500.00. His explanation was that 
if a person could afford to make a $10. 
00 cash gift in a lump sum, he could 
afford to give $10.00 per week for the 
three years. 


ANSWER: It is hard to conceive of a 
reputable fund-raising organization 
that would adopt that as a policy. If 
an individual director did that his ac- 
tion should be reported to the associa- 
zation which sent him out and certain- 
ly, if it is an organization with high 
standards, the organization would get 
rid of a man whose eagerness to make 
a record would lead him to such an un- 
ethical practice. 

To be sure, it could well be true 
that the person who made the $10.00 
cash gift could have given $10.00 a 
week or $1,560.00 in three years, but 
neither the church nor the director has 
any right to assume that such was the 
intention of the person making the gift. 
Certainly the church cannot collect 
it and the church has been put into an 
embarrassing position if there is any 


“attempt later to urge the person to 


stand back of a pledge which he did 
not make. 

If I were the chairman of the cam- 
paign committee, | would send such 
a Peettor home without further ado; 
and if he were a man in my employ 
he would be looking for a new job. 


sie oie she se se a 
For information which will help you in cone 
sidering or planning your Fund-Raising Cam- 
paign, fill in and mail the coupon below.No 
obligation. 
te key Seo, en 
Dr. Norman k. Nygaara 
The Expositor, Box 81, East Aurora, N. Y. 


Please send me information regarding 
your Church Fund Raising Campaigns 


Name 
Address 
City or Town 
Denomination State 
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THE SEARCH 


FOR YOURSELF 


WILLIAM GODDARD SHERMAN 


TEXT: Matt. 27:36 “Sitting down they 


watched him there. 


ORDS are never so inadequate 
\Y) as when we attempt to frame the 

deep emotions of the soul .Nothing 
can transmit the impact we feel so that 
by mere description others will share 
the same depth of feeling. The inade- 
quacy of human speech is always ap- 
parent when we attempt to comfort one 
who is in deep sorrow, or who is ex- 
periencing great pain. It is also ob- 
vious when we try to describe the hor- 
ror and ghastliness of Calvary. 

Calling forth all the resources of 
our imaginations will not enable us 
to catch the tremendous impact of the 
Crucifixion scene. The crowds were 
milling around the lonely hill; some 
were shouting and sneering, others 
were stunned into stonelike silence, 
while still others gave vent to tears 
they couldnot hold. It was a varied 
crowd that day; not all were mocking 
and cursing. Not all were bloodthirsty 
madmen, delighting in the ghastly 
spectacle. 

It was with differing attitudes that 
the crowd sat down to see the sanguin 
ary sight. Never before nmr since was 
there gathered into a single group such 


a motley multitude. Men and women of 


First Methodist Church 
Stuart, Florida 
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every temperament and attitude. Be- 
lievers, disbelievers, mockers, tormen- 
ters, haters, lovers, fear-stricken, and 
awe-laden; none was absent. 

Among the multitude who sat and 
watched him there we find ourselves. 


Not in the flesh, to be sure, but the 
counterpart of our own attitude was 


present at Calvary’s hill. The faith 
or the unbelief of our own hearts is 
reflected in the faces about the Cross. 
Whether we like to admit it or not,we 
join in spirit one group or the other 
who thronged about the suffering Sav- 
iour, and sat and watched Him there. 

Search for yourself at the Cross! 
You are present at that terrible spec- 
tacle. In which group are you sitting? 

Are you among the Pharisees? They 
were good people, and adhered to the 
letter of the law. They were the strong 
religionists of their day. You cannot 


lay immorality or irreligion on the door- | 


step of the Pharisees. 

There are many Pharisees in our 
present-day Christianity --people who 
live good, moral lives, but by their 
faultless morality have despiritual- 
ized religion. 


eS 


Be careful if you, in your search for — 


yourself, find that you are sitting with 
the Pharisees. There is a real danger 


in our goodness, for it leads us to re- 
ly upon our own efforts instead of the © 


work of Christ. 


A woman said to me, “‘My father — 


The Ex posito 


sit with the Sadducees at Calvary. 


was a ee man. He was one person 
These are the ones who ridicule the 


who did not need to go to church.” 
‘There you find the misconception of 


imodern Pharisaism. Every man needs 
ithe church if he is going to be true 
ito the things Christ loved. Every man 
ineeds what the church proclaims if he 
iiS going to be redeemed. One can be 
jgood without the church, we need not 
‘argue that point. It is quite true that 
|point. It is quite true that there are 
many persons who never enter a church 
|but who live good moral lives. 

But mark this well: we are redeemed 
inot by the morality of man, but by the 
mercy of God. No man can save him- 
‘self, so the most perfect morality one 
can boast is not sufficient to cleanse 
the soul. For that we must have the 
grace of God. 

We have tried to make redemption 
less than it is. Our sophisticated so- 
ciety would do away with such thoughts 
as sin and the need of a Saviour. We 
are satisfied with a Golden Rule type 
of Christianity which is merely an ot 
ical concept. We are content to allow 
freedom from the shocking sins of so- 
ciety to constitute our righteousness,- 
|but this is a righteousness which falls 
short of that which God demands. 

Real redemption is more than pure 
acts on the outside; it is a pure heart 
on the inside, And the heart must be 
pure before the acts can become pure. 
You cannot purify the heart by per- 
forming good deeds; it is purified by 
the cleansing power of Christ. 

Those who claim that the Sermon 
on the Mount is the heart of Christian- 
ity are overlooking a vital point. They 
claim that if we live by this rule, then 
we are essentially good Christians. 
The truth is, however, that one cannot 
live in accordance with the Sermon on 
the Mount until he is first cleansed 
within. Jesus was speaking to His fol- 
lowers when He gave that memorable 
sermon. One does not become Chris- 
tian by following it; rather one may 
follow it only after he has become a 
Christian. : 

Search for yourself and make certain 
that you are not sitting with the Phari- 
sees, for you need more than your own 
morality to redeem your soul. 

Again, there are some in our day who 
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idea of eternal life, and claim that 
life beyond the grave is impossible. 

Despite the fact that many deny the 
reality of heaven, and refuse to admit 
that there is reason to believe that 
life continues after death, it is still 
true that it is one of the deepest long- 
ings of mankind. Long ago Job asked, 
“Tf a man die, shall he live again ?”’ 
And the answer of Jesus, both by word 
and by example, is that life does con- 
tinue beyond the grave. 

Make certain that you are not sit- 
ting with the Sadducees, denying this 
great doctrine of resurrection and e- 
ternal life! It is one thing, indeed, the 
only thing, which gives purpose and 
permanence to the present. Suppose 
death ended all! Suppose that when we 
are lowered into our graves that should 
end the matter.If this be true then there 
is no justice; evil finally triumphs over 
good, and God is the greatest deceiver- 
- of them all, 

Too well we know that all things 
are not made right in this life. The 
wicked prosper while oftentimes the 
righteous suffer unduly. Men go to 
their graves without receiving either 
the reward for their kindness, or pun- 
ishment for their crimes. The very jus- 
tice of God is involved; He is exon- 
erated only if life eternal is reality. 

Great segments of Christianity to- 
day deny the Resurrection of Christ, 
or make it nothing more than a resur- 
rection of influence. This faithless- 
ness is more widespread than we dare 
imagine. Where are you sitting? Make 
certain it is not with the unbelievers, 
who discard the most essential ele- 
ment in the Christian faith. 

There is yet another group which 
views the terrible tragedy. The great 
representative of these is Pilate. His 
weakness was that he thought more of 
his personal advantage than he did the 
truth of God. - 

Pilate hated the Jews. He did not 
obey their cry because of any high re- 
gard for them. He would have given any- 
thing within his power if he had not 
been forced to comply with their toate 

est. His was a tenuous situation, 
and Pilate feared arousing the dis- 
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favor of the Jews. Certainly he did 
not agree to condemn Jesus because 
the Jews were his friends. 

Strangely, he did not hate Jesus. 
His scourging of Him was not for re- 
venge. Pilate had been tremendously 
impressed when Jesus stood before 
him. Apparently Jesus was not inter- 
ested in defending himself, for he did 
not even reply when he was accused. 
Furthermore, he was calm throughout 
it all. Pilate could not help but be im- 
pressed. 

Not only this, but he knew full well 
that Jesus was innocent. That was ob- 
vious after he had interviewed the Ac- 
cused. Pilate admitted that he could 
find no fault in Him. And his wife warn- 
ed him not to have anything to do with 
the punishment of this just man, It is 
clear indeed that Pilate recognized 
that Jesus had done nothing worthy 
of death. 

Why then did he condemn Jesus? 
Mark this well: he delivered Him to 
death because he would rather betray 
Jesus than endanger his own position 
of prominence! 

Search for yourself. Are you among 
those in our society who, like Pilate, 
prefer to betray the Saviour rather than 
to endanger social prestige? It is so 
easily done today. The cocktail par- 
ty, the gambling and the gaiety, the 
merriment sought by the multitudes- 
-these are all-important to the social 
climbers, even Geach they may cut 
squarely across the deepest Chris- 
tian convictions. Christ is betrayed 
for personal pleasure and social prom- 
inence, and those who are guilty take 
their places with Pilate of the long 
ago. 
iar need today is for a radical Chris- 
tianity. We need men and women who 
will put Christ first, and who will be 
radical enough to face the jeers of 
society with a firm and decided de- 
termination to maintain their Chris- 
tain convictions. Only then will Chris- 
tianity bring real power to your life, 
and only then will the Church begin 
to assume the dignity it deserves. A 
yielding to the sins of society is one 
of the surest methods of destroying 
your Christian witness, and casting 
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reproach upon the name of Christ! 
Sitting Asai they watched Him.Search 

for yourself among the crowd at Cal- 

vary. Are you with the believers or 

the unbelievers,the mockers, the ridi- 

culers- or are you one of the few faith- 

pe followers who renain true to the 

aviour at all cost? 


NEED A LIFT? 
W. ARTHUR GRAY 


TEXT; Gal. 6:2 Bear ye one another’s 
burden. Gal. 6:5 For each man 
shall bear his own burden. 

1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your anx- 
ieties (burdens)upon Him, for He 
careth for you. 


Introduction: 


Need a lift, this morning? Has the 
Lord lifted you out of your selfishness 
into the nobler realm of service to 
others? Have you experienced that joy — 
divine in lifting others from the sink- 
ing sands of destruction to the nobler 
realms of re-creation in the Lord? If 
you and [| really know the Lord, there 
is a divine discontent within us seek- 
ing to see that others may experience 
a similar joy. 

Some of us remember as children how 
well we enjoyed horse-back riding. We 
plead with our elders to lift us to the 
backs of these so-called beasts of bur- 
den. I remember very distinctly being 
put astride an old horse whose name 
was Jim, when he kicked at the bite of 
a horse fly. I fell off, and the earth 
flew up and hit me rather hard. We have _ 
experienced both physical thrills and | 
spiritual uplifts, if we have lived nor- - 
mal lives, el 

I used to think that the Apostle Paul 
contradicted himself in Gal. 6, when — 
he said, ‘‘Each one must bear his own 
burden’’ and then also ‘‘the burdens 
of others.’’ But after due considera- 
tion I came to the conclusion that the 
bearing of our own burdens or loads’ 
is inescapable while the bearing of 
another’s loads or crosses is a matter 
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sof choice on our part. Edward Laird 
‘Mills in his sermon, “‘Lifting Lief’s 
|Loads”’ speaks of the bearing of one’s 
‘own load as complementary to the bear- 
jing of one another’s loads. For happy 
‘and contented living they must of ne- 
‘cessity go together. For a fuller study 
;and understanding of this, let us think 
i: about- 


1. The Bearing of One’s Own Loads 
‘or Burdens. In Gal.6:5, we read ‘‘For 
‘each man shall bear his own burden.”’ 
'We already know that bearing of one’s 
‘own burdens is inescapable. It might 
Ibe well to modify this statement by 
:saying if one expects to live in this 
jpresent world, he must of necessity 
lbear his own burdens. It will not be 
«denied that thousands of people every 
year will not face up to the stern reali- 
ities of life by attempting self destruc- 
ition in some form. Just a few days ago 
tthe press carried an article, ‘“‘that the 
1175th or 185th person ended this life 
[by jumping off one of the piers of the 
[Brooklyn Bridge.’’ Howbeit, not many 
people care to enter into eternity this 
wway and face the consequences. We 
prefer to bear our own burdens, what- 
sever they may be by making the most 
sand best of them. Paul comes to our 
said with this encouraging Scripture 
|that ‘‘all things work together for good 
sto them that love God, to them that are 
called according to His purpose.”’ Rom. 
8:20. If we really love the Lord, how 
Wonderful to contemplate whatever be- 
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befalls us in this life is for His pur- 
pose and our eternal wellfare. 

If you think that life has been cruel 
to you, and you have been retarded by 
unfortunate circumstances of birth, 
then cheer-up, take courage and press 
on by the noble and inspiring lives of 
these men who rose from lowly circum- 
stances to heights sublime:Shakespeare 
was the son of a bankrupt butcher. His 
mother could not write her own name, 
according to reports. Beethoven, the 
inspired musician, was the son of a 
tubercular mother and a drunkard-fa- 
ther, Michael Farrady, the renowned 
chenist, was the son of an invalid 
blacksmth, who lived over a livery 
stable. Louis Pasteur, famous chem- 
ist and bacteriologist, came from a 
poverty stricken home. Abraham Lin- 
coln, William McKinley, Booker T. Wash- 
ington, George Washington Carver, and 
countless others have fought their way~ 
up from seeming impossibilities to that 
of useful service to God, man and coun- 
try. These lines from Washington Glad- 
den have and will continue to inspire 
those in quest of the better life: 


“In the bitter days of woe, 
Beaten and tossed about, 
By the sullen winds that blow 
From the desolate shores of doubt- 


When the anchors that faith had cast 
Are dragging in the gale, 

I am quietly holding fast 

To the things that cannot fail; 


Page 217 


I know that right is right; 
That it is not good to lie; 
That love is better than Spite 
And a neighbor than a spy. 


In the darkest night of the year, 
When the stars have gone out, 
That courage is better than fear, 
That faith is truer than doubt; 


And that somewhere, beyond the stars, 
Is a love that is better than fate; 
When the night unlocks the bars, 
I shall see Him, and [ shall wait.’’ 


We have this promise in Holy Writ 
that “we shall be more than conquer- 
ors through Him that loves us!’’ We 
stand in need~continually of the in- 
spired words, and underguirding of 
faith in God. The bearing of our own 
burdens is not easy, but the bearing 
of another’s load is much more diffi- 
cult. 


II. Bearing the Burdens of Others. 

“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and 
so fulfill the law of Christ.’’ The black 
mark of selfishness and ingratitude, 
will be recorded in the judgment day 
against those unwilling to bear the 
burdens of others. To live for self is 
a law of human nature, and to live for 
others is the law of Christ. We are 
born with the instinct or motive to 
look-out-after self. If we are to per- 
form life’s high and holy mission this 
selfish nature must be transformed in- 
to looking-outward in love for others, 
which is the law of Christ! 

Many false prophets of our time de- 
clare you cannot change human nature. 
Man is an animal and will never be any- 
thing else. You may clean and polish 
up the outside, but sooner or later, like 
the hog that is washed, will return to 
wallowing in the mire again. 

Our problem is “‘into what construc- 
tive activities may changed human na- 
tures be channelled,’? to keep them 
from returning to the mire? H. G. Wells, 
English writer and philosopher, says 
that our problem is whether or not we 
can shift from low gear of this swift 
moving age into high gear without ac- 
tually wrecking the machine in which 
we are traveling the highway of life 
at such wreckless speed: and our on- 
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ly hope rests in the four-wheel brakes 
of religion, education, self-denial, and 
self-control. Civilization rests upon 
a tri-pod, one leg of which is the dis- 
covery of implements; second, discov- 
ery of speech; and third, the discovery 
of moral values! It will not be contra- 
dicted, if this leg gives way, we are 
almost certain to smash against the 
walls of a civilization, never to rise 
again. No nation can hope to rise a- 
bove the moral standard of its people. 
We need a lifter, and we need to be 


lifted! 
Ill. The Lifter and His power to Lift! 


‘Casting all your anxieties (cares), 
upon Him, for He careth for you.’’ 
1 Peter 5:7. Nothing lifts like love. 
*“Now abideth faith, hope, love,- these 
three but the greatest of these is 
love,’’ is Paul’s summary of the 13th 
chapter of 1 Cor. These three elements 
even survive the shock of death. They 
are eternal values. It is this deathless 
love of God that changes human nature. 
Truely did the poet sing: 
‘‘From sinking sand He lifted me, 
With tender hands He lifted me, 
From shades of night 
To plains of light, 
O praise His Name, He lifted me.” 


A poor Hindu in his quest for God 
gave this touching experience: “‘] was 
in the mire and pit of sin, and I pray- 
ed, ‘Father Confucius, come down in- 
to this dark pit and lift me out of my 
troubles.” Father Confucius said, ‘Re- 
form yourself and make the best of it.’ 
I then turned to Buddha and prayed, 
‘Father Buddha, won't you come down 
into this dark dungeon and lift me out 
of the miry clay of sin?’ But father 
Buddha only said, ‘Be content, my son, 
you will soon forget it.”Then in des- 


eration I turned to Jesus and prayed,. ; 


O Jesus, want you come down into 


this pit and lift me out of my troubles?’ — 
Jesus quickly answered, ‘Seek and — 


~ 


ye shall find, knock and it will be o- | 


pened unto you, ask and it shall be 


given you.’ Then Jesus came down in- 


to the pit, stood by my side, placed 
His arms about me, lifted me out of 
the mire, placed my feet on a solid 
rock, established my goings, and -—_ 
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brought sweet peace and joy to my 
weary soul. I became a new being in 
a new creation. 

This Christ who changes human na- 
ture and makes it anew was lifted up 
on across between earth and heaven 
that all men might look upon him, be- 
lieve and be saved. A few days before 
His crucifixion, Jesus made known to 
His disciples the kind of death and 
why, when he said, ““And I, if I be 
— up, will draw all men unto me.’ 

e crucifixion of Jesus is one of the 
greatest events of history because it 
established once and for all the uni- 
versal plan of salvation for all people 
everywhere. 

Do you know how large ships go up 
hill almost 50 miles through the Pana- 
ma Canal? The Pacific side of the 
Canal is much higher than the Atlan- 
tic slope, and locks raise the ship 
almost 50 feet above sea level. Such 
a method of locomotion defies the law 
of gravity. The illustration holds good 
in the moral or spiritual realm as well. 
It is a fight up hill to lift ourselves 
above our lower natures to that of our 
own physical level, but to lift above 
the level of life defies our lower na- 
tures in the lifting of others out of 
their sinful selves. It is the princi- 
ple of live, let live and help live; it 
is the saluting of others whether or 
‘not you are saluted; it is going the 
‘second mile, and it is paying the tithe 
and the giving of an offering through 
‘the constraining love of God in Christ 
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Jesus. 


Conclusion: Need a lift, this morning? 
Are you weary and heavy laden? Then, 
listen to the gentle pleading of the 
burden-bearer: ‘‘Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke up- 
on yoy and learn of me for I am meek 
and lowly in heart; and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.’’ That so 
many people are weary, heavy laden, 
and depressed is evidenced by the rap- 
idly-growing suicides and heart fatal- 
ities. 

In failure to use the Lord as a bur 
den-bearer, many people are about as 
inconsistent as the old farmer back in 
the days of the grist mill. He shucked 
out a two MAE of corn, placed 
it on his horse in front of his saddle, 
and went on his way to the mill sing- 
ing. On the way to the mill a happy 
thought seized the foolish man. He 
said to himself,] will put the sack on 
my left shoulder and thereby lighten 
the load on my horse. If the dumb horse 
could have talked, it probably would 
have told his owner a plenty, In these 
days when speed is cs material 
gain seems to be the thing that mat- 
ters most, we would do well to heed a 
godly admonition of Peter, ‘casting all 

our anxieties (burdens) upon , Him, 
or He careth for you,’’ and Paul,* god- 
liness with contentment is great gain.” 


Page 219 


GLOBEL 
MINDEDED 


W. FRANKLIN HARKEY 


TEXT: Isaiah 54:2 RSV. ‘‘Enlarge the 
place of your tent, and let the 
curtains of your habitations be 
stretched out; hold not back, 
lengthen your cords and strength- 
en your stakes.”’ 


T IS reported that when William 

Carey challenged the church of 

his generation to carry the Gos- 
pel to all the world, he was command- 
ed by a certain presiding officer, “‘Sit 
down, young man, when God wants to 
convert the heathen, He will do it with- 
out either your aid or mine.’’ How- 
ever, Carey had caught the vision of 
a world redeemed by the power of God. 
His vision was voiced in the well 
known words, “‘Attempt great things 
for God. Expect great things from 
God.”’ 

The serious question is asked by a 
great many people, “‘Have not con- 
ditions now been changed to the point 
that we need no longer listen to the 
missionary call?’’ Not a few Chris- 
tians act as though the message of 
Jesus were out of date, that His ‘‘Go’’ 
may be interpreted, ‘‘Stay.’’ We need 
nothing so much as to have our hearts 
stirred anew by the missionary program 
of the church. In refreshing our minds 
by these words of Isaiah acs was far 
ahead of his time, we will discover 
that times and conditions do not alter 
the command from the Old Testament 
and the New Testament, ‘To preach 
the Gospel to every creature.” 


A Bewildered and 
Confused World 
To state that Isaiah’s world was 

bewildered is to make an understate- 
ment. History reveals that Jerusalem 
had been devastated by the ruthless 
conqueror. Following in the wake of 
destruction came jaiians Religion 
eee AY PR 
Presbyterian Church 

Washington, Pennsylvania 
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was at low tide, and the future was 
dark indeed. Frequently in the history 
of Christianity periods of darkness 
appear, and sometimes within the 
church lethargy creeps like a para- 
lyzing disease. In such times the 
prophets of God appear. They sense 
a spark of light on the far horizon. It 
may be a period of drought as to re- 
ligion, but then a cloud of hope arises 
the size of a man’s hand. Abundance 
of rain comes. In such a period as 
that in Israel, Isaiah arose to point 
the people to a new day coming. 

Our times are not similar to Isa- 
iah’s, but they hold within them con- 
fusion and chaos, God has given unto 
us the power to conquer our enemies. 
We have discovered nuclear power. 
That power is in danger of destroy- 
ing us. So much of the world is in 
spiritual darkness. We are unsure as 
to the outcome. What is our belief 
as to the power of the Gospel? Paul 
could say, “It is the power of God 
for salvation to every one who has 
faith, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek.’’ If that is our faith, then, the 
circumstances of the hour, whether 
they be good or evil, cannot alter our 
purpose to preach the truth as reveal- 


ed in Christ. 

The heroism of global war was in 
itself a power. Certainly the confu- 
sion we face now is a result of our 
lack of faith in the program of Jesus. 
Christian heroism calls for the larger 
vision. Short sighted vision results 
from discouragement or indifference. 
In essence, then, chaotic conditions 
must not alter the Christian’s enthu- 
siasm for the world mission of the 
church. In the hour when troubles had 
overwhelmed the little flock, Jesus © 
said, “‘Ye shall be my witnesses.”’ 


The Church Serves 
The World 
The tides of time do not change the 
Church’s attitude.Her calmness comes 
from her Lord who said, ‘‘I am amon 
you as one that serveth.’’ The church 
knows no racial distinction. We are — 
told that, ‘‘God hath made of one 
blood all the nations that dwell up-— 
on the earth.” Making it clearer, the 
Apostle said that in the Kingdom of | 
God, “There is neither Greek, nor 


|Jew, barbarian, Synthian, bond or 
{free.’’ In such a world as this, the 
(Christian serves. 

- International situations change, 
sand like a checker board moves are 
there and there. These crises come 
tand go, but the firm message of our 
|Lord stands. The Gospel reveals 
light and liberty. There have been 
times when the light of the Church 
was dimmed, but always there has 
been a prophet or teacher to arouse 
‘It to new services, some one shout- 
‘ing, “‘Arise, shine for thy light has 
come.” Because of that disciples in 
‘each new generation have heard their 
‘Master saying, ‘‘Go ye!’’ 

In all of this we realize that the 
(Church has not done as much as it 
:should have done. Too frequently her 
‘voice has been feeble and her ef- 
forts fruitless. She has not always 
|been about her Lord’s work. The 
jplace of her tent has been quite ade- 
‘quate. Sometimes because of un- 
ssettled conditions Christians have 
Ibeen content to wait for more pro- 
jpitious times to serve. The global 
ttask has often seemed wmreal, and 
«chances for failure loom larger than 
ithe prospect for success. The pro- 
iam of evangelism is an answer to 
ithe call to serve. Set in the midst of 
llife is the Gospel. It faces as Marie 
!Barton wrote, 

‘In the Great Darkness millions are dy- 

ing, 

While we keep His banner furled, 

Dying for light that we are denying 

Them still-Christ, the Light of the 

world.’” 
(\Christ’s Call 

The prophets foretold of the com- 
ing of the Blessed One. He was to 
reveal God’s way to men. Isaiah 
caught the vision of the coming One, 
What Isaiah glimpsed but feebly, we 
see in Jesus. We have heard His call. 
Jt is an old and familiar command to 
the Church, ‘‘Go and make disciples.” 
If a new world is to be built the Church 
‘must give its energy and talents to 
the task. Vast sums of money are 
spent in preparation for wars. We 
still feel insecure, but when there is 
a Christian brotherhood we can be 
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Yesterday Speaks 


to Today 


by IVAN LEE HOLT 


Jonah, Micah, Habzkkuk, Jeremiah, 
and Haggai—men of God in the eighth 
and seventh centuries B.C.—speak to 
today as surely as they spoke out in 
their own time. Their problems were 
much the same as ours, yet these men 
didn’t lose heart, but trusted in God to 
save them. Their experiences will help 
Christians today find a similar faith and 


courage. $1.75 


at all bookstores 


ABINGDON PRESS 


lieve that a new day has dawned. 

Maps are interesting. Remote areas 
of the world are becoming familiar to 
every one. By television, radio, and 
the air, knowledge is being carried 
to men everywhere. These means are 
being used to carry the message of 
the Gospel. In the providence of God 
good roads were in common use when 
the angels heralded the message of 
good tidings over Bethlehem. Paul 
and his co-workers a generation later 
carried the message of redeeming love” 
to strange cities. Our world is small- 
er. Ours is a period of expansion and 
contraction. 

Let us not forget that obedience to 
Christ’s call is still the demand. It 
is emminently a time to carry on for 
the Kingdom of God. Some one was 
recently telling the story of a Jew- 
ish lad on New York’s Eastside. The 
boy ran excitedly into his teacher’s 
office, holding something in his hand. 
“Teacher,” he exclaimed, “‘hold my 
glass eye. There’s a fight outside.” 
He knew that a glass eye was of no 
value in an emergency. Prejudice, 
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indifference, a lack of zeal cannot 
stand in the way of the explicit com- 
mand of Jesus to make disciples of 
all men. The insistent urgency of the 
hour is, ““Lengthen thy cords...and 
strengthen thy stakes.’ The church 
can do no less than to accept this 


challenge. 


THE WORK OF OUR HANDS 
ESTABLISH THOU IT 


TEXT: Psalm 19:17 


There was a time when we greased 
and washed our own _ automobiles,- 
patched and changed our own flat tires. 
But to find someone who does these 
things for himself today is indeed a 
rarity. Today, it is so much easier to 
pay someone else for these services. 
What if it does cost a few extra dol- 
lars to have these things done! - our 
pay envelopes carry a larger check 
than ever before. 

There was a time (and still is in 
the smaller-struggling church) when 
the members would not have dreamed 
of hiring someone to cut the grass, to 
repair that leaky faucet, to paint the 
walls, or to do the hundred and one 
other odd jobs that need to be done. 
Now, however, our congregation has 
grown up. Rarely do the members vol- 
unteer to undertake the many little, 
necessary repairs themselves. It is 

i have someone come 
i cies Aide ifese things for us for 
a fee. ; 

Now, there is nothing wrong with a 
congregation that hires everything - 
done! or is there? Let’s keep in mind 
that the money we spend on Mess lit- 
tle odds and ends adds up to a_ very 
sizeable figure by the end of each year. 
Furthermore, the hundreds and thous- 
ands of dollars so spent over a period 
of years come out of the Lord’s treas- 
ury and could be spent much more ad- 
vantageously in the real work of the 
church. Also, we must keep in mind 
that the income of the church has not 
by any stretch of the imagination gone 
up in the same proportion as our pay 
Bees Finally, the congregation that 
rarely or ever has a cleaning, paint- 
ing or fixing bee sacrifices something 
intangible, yet very real and wonder- 
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ful. The personal touch is lost; per- 
sonal interest wanes and the esprit 
de corps developed by many hands 
and hearts working together slowly 
stagnates. People that work personal- 
ly and manually for their church learn 
to love their church. They take much 
more pride in the appearance of a newly 
painted church basement when they 
themselves have wielded the brush or 
the roller. They learn to treasure as 
golden memories those moments spent 
in concert with others laboring for the 
Lord’s Temple. 

It is the considered opinion of the 
author that work done for the church 
should never be a source of material 
profit. Leisure time lovingly devoted 
to the care and the improvement of my 
church and its properties has its own 
reward, On the other hand, when I am 
willing to work for my church only for 
material profit, I may walk off with a 
few extra dollars, but my conscience 
will certainly keep telling me that it 
was hardly the ethical thing to do. 

Our church is in need of many small 
yet important repairs. A considerable 
amount of painting should be done. 
The one parish house would be much 


the better if a few dozen men and wom- 
en spent an evening or two or some Sat- 


urday giving it some loving attention. 
Thus we could save a great deal of 
money so desperately needed in the 
mission ‘pap or other vital areas of 
the church’s program; we could improve 
our properties and, above all, we our- 
selves would get the thrill of height- 
ened interest and greater love for our 
church and its most glorious Lord. 


----R. L. W., in ‘‘Red ; 
St. Paul, renal ia a 


PROTESTANT WITNESS of a NEW AMER- 
ICAN, Angelo Di Domenica, Judson,172_ 
-pages, Board-$2.50, Paper-$1.50 
This book of 23-chapters is inspirational 
reading, as well as factual experience- to 
most of us the Foreword and Preface con- 


tains inspiration exceeding the cost of the — 
book. : q 
Any pastor who wants something for the 


young people’s group to ‘‘get their teeth 
into’’ will find the answer in this moder 
ately priced, testimonial volume. Older- 
members, who have lost their zest, can 
regain it through this story of experience. 


The Exposit 


ea 
Bo ee 
eee 
(a te 
SE 


FOUNDATION of AMERICAN FREEDOM 
A. Mervyn Davies, Abingdon.253-P-$3,50 


The author, a life-long student of His- 
\tory, became especially interested in the 
|history of American Freedom and the Con- 
‘Stitution of the United States, upon becom- 
iing a citizen in 1944, Mr. Davies, a citizen 
cof the British Commonwealth, and resident 
vof Wales ard England, until he came to 
ithe USA with the British Library of Infor- 
tmation in 1924, is now a staff member of 
ithe St. Louis Post Dispatch. A special 
iinterest in the moral and Spiritual, as well 
0a@s political, basis of American Freedom 
ideveloped some years ago, when “‘he ex- 
pperienced a deepening spiritual awareness 
iin his own life. He is now an elder inthe 
[Presbyterian Church, and an avid student 
sof Church History and Doctrine. The in- 
|terest in bistory, writing and religion are 
scombined in Foundation of American Free- 
sdom,. 

Here we learn the basis of our “‘belief 
ithat the foundation of authority is laid in 
ithe free consent of the people’’; the right 
of free discussion; the idea of separation 
‘of church and state; the search for truth 
‘wherever it appears; the insistence that 


'God alone is Lord of the conscience.”* 


|PERSUASIVE PREACHING 
Ronald E. Sleeth, Happer.96-p.$1.75 


This volume of ‘Effective Techniques 
‘and Methods that really Persuade’’ by the 
associate professor of preaching and of 
speech at Garrett Biblical Institute, hav- 
ing been on the faculty for nine years,is 
timely for socalled experienced preach- 
ers as well as student-preachers, as it 
emphasizes the art of persuasion, an art 
few of us claim as a natural gift. 

Chapters include: the Preacher and His 
Congregation; Persuasion by Character; 
Arousing Interest; Reason as Persuasion; 
Emotion; Dramatizing Ideas, etc., all es- 
sential to the dedicated preaching of the 
vital message of Salvation. 


DEVOTIONS and PRAYERS of MARTIN 
LUTHER, Baker, Hand-Book size,111-p. 
$1.50, cloth. 

This book of devotions, based on ac- 
tual Scripture found inspirational and 
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ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 


& and we will submit quotations . 
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THE SANITARY drdiviass', CUPS 

CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
Beld in commanion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Cireular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
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ot 
oe 
I! 11§$3 South 4th St., Greenville, II. 
strengthening by Martin Luther, known 
as ‘‘a man of prayer,”” merits wide use- 
age by those aware of the help and un- 
limited strength and courage built through 
seeking Divine Guidance in all our ac- 
tions and decisions. Get it, and use it! 
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FIRE ON A DRUMHEAD 
Carl S. Weist, Harper. 155-p. $2.00 


Readers of The Expositor are familiar 
with this pastor’s ‘‘Story-Sermons’’ for 
boys and girls, not only those published 
in monthly issues of The Expositor and 
the Ministers Annual, but earlier volumes 
available through bookstores in book form. 

Each of these 60-odd Story Sermons is 
strengthened with a clear text, understand- 
able by those listening. I wish there were 
space to make a list of the “‘Story-Sermons’”’ 
in this volume, so you would put the book 
on your must list, 


CHILDREN’S SERMONS in STORIES 
Julius Fischbach, Abingdon. 127-p. $2 


Dr. Fischbach, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Lansing, Michigan, since 1936, 
has an inherent understanding of the needs 
of children and young people, developed 
through interest in their needs, study and 
first hand association with groups; hence 
has learned how to challenge their inter- 
est and secure their cooperation. 

3l-stories in this book should provide 
the key to any of us, not gifted in this 
area of pastoral privileges. 


The MYSTICISM of PAUL The APOSTLE 
Albert Schweitzer, Macmillan. 411-p, in- 
cluding Index of references, 10-p; index of 
Names, 1-p; Index of Subjects,e-p. $5.00 


The mention of Dr. Albert Schweitzer’s 
hame creates a mental reflection on what 
religion can ‘*be in the life of man,** and 
in this Life of Paul, the author makes it 
clear that Paul proves the truth of this 
by bis way of living it. This is one vol- 
ume that few of us do not need. We need 
to study it, contemplate seriously our own 
achievements in living what we profess 
to believe. This volume has a teaching 
message as well as guide to living our 


faith. 


55 DYNAMIC PARABLE TALKS To Young 
Folks, John Henry Sargent, Wilde, 116-p.$2 


Based on familiar objects which we see 
or use almost every day, the talks are sim- 
ple and understandable. Jesus used sim- 
ple but well chosen words to teach those 
who came to learn; His parables were re- 
lated to salt, light, motes and beams, or 
trees, lilies, grass and fowl. The author 
of this helpful book added prayer and scrip- 
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ture for bed-time use, or worship program. 


SERMON SEEDS 
Charles Simeon, James Stalker, John R. 


MacDuff, and others. Baker. 95-p.. $1.75 


The book is designed to serve a double 
purpose: to fix attention on a timely and 
worthy text and subject, and to reveal some 
facts of a text or passage of Scripture 
which might otherwise remain unnoticed. 
There is a never-ending need for such 
reference material, as every active preach- 
er-pastor knows. 

The Subject Index, five pages, and the 
Textual-Index, three pages, alone are 
worth the price of this hand-book. 


STORIES FROM THE BIBLE (Old Testa- 
ment) KE, Jerry Walker,Revell. 160-p. $2.00 


Thirty-eight Bible Stories, retold in the 
‘‘language of children’’ should be of im- 
mediate help to pastors and teachers. Need 
for story-material in teaching children is 
never-ending. 


LIVING CAN BE EXCITING 
Aaron N. Meckel, Dutton. 250-p. $3.50 


The Foreword by Halford E. Luccock, 
says, “‘If ‘Living Can Be Exciting,’ so car 
Preaching! And here, in lively pages is 
animated proof.’* 

Among the 19-chapter-sermons are: 


There is Healing In Laughter 

Is Peace of Mind Enough? 

I Believe in People! 

How Shall we Think of Our Departed Ones? 
Go Into The Silence and Listen! 

Make Your Handicap Serve! 

Stand Up and Be Counted! 

Dying the Little Deaths 

Real Meaning of Happiness 

The Way Out of Our Worries 

Prayer, The Solution to All Our Problems 
Keep Gratitude Alive in Your Heart 

Why Fear Death? 


When you acquire the book, you will want 


to study every chapter, so why add to this 
list? 


THE CROSS and THE COMMON MAN 
Herman W. Gockel, Concordia, 155-p. $2.00 


The author, religious director of the 


acceptable television drama, ‘‘This is 
the Life,” presents in this volume what 
he understands as the facts of Christianity, | 


He accepts fully the Biblical presupposi- 
The Exposite 
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on that sin is a reality, rather than a con- MAAS-ROWE CARILLONS 
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ue Saviour Jesus Christ as the redeem- 
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JRISTIAN LIFE AND THE UNCONSCIOUS — ological insight.” ~ 


Dept. 30, 3015 Casitas Ave., Los Angeles 39, Callf. 


mind, but-he shows that religion and psy- 
chology, so far from being mutually antag- 
onistic, are both of immense value in the 
attainment of the integration of the mind 


ynest White, Harper. 190-p. $3.00 welve chapters, in addition to the 
‘The author of this volume is a psychia- Preface and Introduction, deal with ‘‘Uni- 
st of whom Leslie D. Weatherhead says, ty of the Mind; New Birth; conversion, 


Baptism, Christ in the Heart; Sanctifica- 
tion; God’s Guidance into Truth; Guidance 
in Daily Life; Prayer; Evil, and 

Spiritual Conflict, Concept of God. 
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